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U.S. Department of Justice
Office of Legal Counsel

Office of the

Washington, D.C. 20530
Deputy Assistant Attorney General

July 7, 1986

Honorable Allan Paul Shatkin
Capitol Building

Charlotte Amalie

Post Office Box 477

St. Thomas,

U.S. Virgin Islands 00801

Dear Senator Shatkin:

The Attorney General has asked our office to respond to your
letter of June 17, 1986, regarding the dredging activities of the
West Indian Company. While we fully understand the importance of
the issue and the reasons for your request for advice, I am

afraid that we cannot provide the legal advice you seek at the
present time.

The Department of Justice has authority to provide legal
opinions only to the President and federal departments and
agencies. As a matter of consistent policy, we have declined to
provide such advice to any other entity or person.

The question that you raise appears to fall within the
special expertise of the Department of the Interior.

Accordingly, you may wish to bring this matter to the attention
of that Department.

Sincerely yours,

Samuel A. Alito, Jr.
Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legal Counsel
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